
Indiana Chapter Palatines to America  
     German Genealogical Society 
         2026 Virtual Fall Meeting 
Saturday, September 19, 2026 

 

   “Secrets of German Genealogy: Hidden Clues in 
Church and Civil Records” 

 
Featured Speaker: Andrea Bentschneider 

 
Beyond the Basics: Secrets in German Church Records 

 
Beyond the Basics: Secrets in German Civil Vital Records 

 
Neighbors and Networks: Using Witnesses in German Records 

 
Closing Live Q & A on German Genealogy 

                  
9:45 am – 2:30 pm ET via Zoom $30 PalAm members, $50 nonmembers 

 

 Andrea Bentschneider is one of Germany’s foremost genealogy experts, 
with more than 30 years of experience helping families discover and 
understand their German heritage. She is the founder of Beyond History, a 
leading genealogy research firm in Hamburg, and the German Genealogy 
Collective (GGC), an international membership community for 
English-speaking researchers with German ancestry.  
 
As president of the Association of German-Speaking Professional 
Genealogists since 2013 and former interim vice president of the 
International German Genealogy Partnership (IGGP), Andrea is actively 
shaping the future of German genealogy worldwide.  
 
Whether you are exploring an ancestral village, decoding German records, 
or reconnecting with your family’s story, Andrea brings expertise, cultural 
insight, and genuine passion to the journey. 
 

Unless technical difficulties occur, a recording will be available to attendees until November 18. 

Registration: see reverse or inpalam.org       Questions: indianapalam@gmail.com   

Eligible for LEU credit for Indiana librarians.   
 

https://www.beyond-history.com/
https://germangenealogycollective.com/
https://germangenealogycollective.com/
http://inpalam.org
mailto:indianapalam@gmail.com


IN PalAm Virtual Fall Meeting – Sept. 19, 2026 – Zoom (Eastern Time Zone) 
 
9:45 AM — 10:00 AM ​ Welcome and announcements 
 

10:00 AM — 11:00 AM ​ Session 1: Beyond the Basics: Secrets in German Church Records 
    ​ Uncover hidden clues in baptism, marriage, and burial records, including 

sponsors, witnesses, occupations, social status, migration hints, and 
family relationships. Attendees will learn how to read church records more 
analytically and use overlooked details to open new research paths.  

 
11:00 AM — 12:00 PM ​ Session 2: Beyond the Basics: Secrets in German Civil Vital Records 
                                           This lecture explores how to extract deeper clues from civil registration 

records, including informants, witnesses, occupations, addresses, 
legitimacy notes, later annotations, marginal notes, and connections to 
additional records. Andrea will provide practical examples showing how 
civil records can reveal family structure, migration, and life events.  

 

12:00 PM — 1:00 PM ​ Lunch break 
 

1:00 PM — 2:00 PM​ Session 3: Neighbors and Networks: Using Witnesses in German 
Records  

                                           Witnesses, sponsors, neighbors, and informants are often the key to 
solving German genealogy problems. In this session, Andrea will 
demonstrate how to analyze these names across church and civil records 
to identify extended family, community ties, migration patterns, and social 
networks.  

 
2:00 PM — 2:30 PM​ Session 4: Closing Live Q & A on German Genealogy 
                                           Bring your German genealogy questions for a lively, practical closing Q&A. 
                                           Whether you are stuck on a place name, confused by a record, wondering 
                                           where to search next, or trying to understand German research methods, 
                                           this session offers expert guidance in the warm, interactive style of the 
                                           German Genealogy Collective. Ask your questions, learn from other 
                                           researchers’ cases, and leave with ideas for your family history research.  
-----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ -----​ ----- 

Indiana PalAm Fall Meeting – Saturday, September 19, 2026  — Virtual ONLY 
Registration: $30 (PalAm Member); $50 (nonmember or ALL REGISTRATIONS after Sept. 5) 
For online registration:  

PalAm member (any chapter) Sept 5 or before:      https://square.link/u/15Oa6q3p  
 
Non-member & PalAm member after Sept 5:   https://square.link/u/AVWPVAkU 

 
NAME(S): ___________________________________________________        # ATTENDING: ____ 
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY, STATE, ZIP: _______________________ 
TELEPHONE: ________________​ E-MAIL: _________________________________________ 
If PalAm member, please indicate chapter [  ] IN    [  ] CO    [  ] NC    [  ] NY    [  ] OH    [  ] PA 
[   ] LEU Certificate needed: _____________________________________ Library 
Please make checks payable to: Indiana Chapter PalAm    Total amount enclosed = $________   
Since a recording will be available, no refunds will be given. 
Please mail the registration form to: Andrea Glenn, 1726 Leerkamp Dr., Franklin, IN 46131 

https://square.link/u/15Oa6q3p
https://square.link/u/AVWPVAkU

